1611-16] BIARD'S RELATION, 1616 127

CHAPTER VIII.

ON THEIR WILLS, FUNERAL RITES, AND BURIALS,
AND ON THEIR RELIGION.

HE sick man having been appointed by the Aut-
moin to die, as we have said, all the relations
and neighbors assemble and, with the greatest

possible solemnity, he delivers his funeral oration:
he recites his heroic deeds, gives some directions to his
family, recommends his friends : finally, says adieu.
This is all there is of their wills. As to gifts, they
make none at all; but, quite different from us, the
survivors [8g] give some to the dying man, as you will
hear. But we must except the Tabagie, for it is a
general injunction which must be observed every-
where, so that the ceremonies may be according to
law.

So if the dying man has some supplies on hand, he
must make Tabagie of them for all his relatives and
friends. While it is being prepared, those who are
present exchange gifts with him in token of friend-
ship; dogs, skins, arrows, etc. They kill these dogs
in order to send them on before him into the other
world. The said dogs are afterwards served at the
Tabagie, for they find them palatable. Having ban-
queted they begin to express their sympathy and sor-
rowful Farewells, their hearts weep and bleed be-
cause their good friend is going to leave them and go
away; but he may go fearlessly, since [go] he leaves
behind him beautiful children, who are good hunters
and brave men: and good friends, who will avenge



